
 

 
         by Anna 
DID YOU KNOW: 
15 Families were blessed with a Thanksgiving meal from the “Noisy Can” collection.  Thanks to all who gave so generously. 
 

The “White Gifts” for Haven Place were well-received and very much appreciated.  Thanks to all who contributed generously. 
 

Our Christmas card exchange is very well received each year.  Our “Post Office” distributes the cards to each family.  Hundreds 
of cards were run through our postal service.  Thanks to who gave and received cards. 
 

Thanks to Kim for coordinating the Advent readings.  Thank you to the families who shared the meanings of the Advent       
Candles with a reading each week.  Families that shared were: Rus, Sharon and Dusty, Ken and Bev, Noah and Keri, Chad, 
Cass, Camden and Cade and Geoffrey, Andrea and Quinn. 
 

Thanks to the Youth of the Church for their Christmas Pageant, a pantomime Nativity Skit, “A Savior’s Birth”.  Those              
participating were: Eva (Mary), Dylan (Joseph), Alexis (the Angel), Josey, Maddie and Skye (Innkeepers), Camden, Hale and 
Davis (Wisemen), Lillian and Dusty (Shepherds), Quinn, Ridge, and Cade (Animals), and Chad (Narrator).  They did a fantastic 
job relating the story of the birth of Jesus!  Thanks to the directors, Mary and Cassandra.  A special thanks goes out to Luke, 
Megan, Noah, Keri, Jonna and the Praise Team for their many skills and contributions! The congregation even had a part in 
singing Christmas carols which related to each segment of the skit.  
 

A Christmas Brunch was served after the pageant to celebrate the success of the story of the birth of Christ.  Thanks to all who 
shared who brought food. 
 

What a beautiful (well attended, as well) Candlelight Service on Christmas Eve.  Mary Jane shared and original poem,              
“A Savior”, written by her; Josey and Andy sang a duet, “Baby Boy” (beautifully); Kim and Davis sang a duet, “Little Drummer 
Boy” (wonderfully); Andrea sang “I Still Believe in Christmas” (amazingly); and the congregation sang many Christmas carols.  
Pastor Mark closed out the evening with a meditation and initiated the singing of “Silent Night” and the candle lighting.  It was a 
beautiful service on the most beautiful night of the year for Christians.  The sanctuary was beautifully decorated with many  
poinsettias, given in memory or in honor of loved ones in our congregation.  Thank you all who lead and performed in the    
Worship service in any way! 
 

THANK YOU: 
Thank you from Matt, to all who ordered Nan’s donuts. 
 

Thank you to Dolly for a successful Craft Show!  Thank you to everyone who helped cook, set-up, tore-down, cleaned,          
donated, served and more!  Thank you to Mike and Margie for bringing Santa Claus to the event. 
 

SYMPATHY: 
Our Christian Sympathy is extended to Dale and family on the death of Dale’s wife, Susan, on Monday, December 12th, 2022.  
Pastor Mark officiated Susan’s funeral on Thursday, December 15th. 

 

Flemington First Church of Christ 

Mark’s Remarks 
 

“An Unchanging Message for an Ever-Changing World” 
 

One of the most frequently used phrases in Christian circles is "the gospel."  Amazingly few adults know what this 
term means.  It could either refer to its literal translation, "good news;" or to the perspective that salvation is    
available only through the sacrificial death and subsequent resurrection of Jesus Christ and a person’s             
acceptance of Christ as their Savior. 
 

A number of years ago the Barna Research Group revealed the following results concerning this matter.  Less 
than four out of ten adults (37%) knew this; 34% had other, inaccurate perceptions of the meaning of the term; 
three out of ten adults did not offer a guess. Even among active church members, only 60% correctly identified at 
least one meaning of this expression. 
 

Paul warns the Galatian churches in Galatians 1:6-10,  
“…. You are already following a different way [7] that pretends to be the Good News (gospel) but is not the Good 
News (gospel) at all.  You are being fooled by those who twist and change the truth concerning Christ.  
[8] Let God's curse fall on anyone, including myself, who preaches any other message than the one we told you 
about.  Even if an angel comes from heaven and preaches any other message, let him be forever cursed.            
[9] I will say it again: If anyone preaches any other gospel than the one you welcomed, let God's curse fall upon 
that person. “ 
Those are some pretty strong words who would seek to change the Gospel of Christ.   
 

So what is the Good News- (gospel) that Paul is referring to?  I think the Gospel of Christ can be summed up into 
six truths about our Savior, Jesus Christ.  The first of which is the truth of the virgin birth of Jesus to Mary that we 
just celebrated during the Christmas Season.  The second ingredient is the life of Jesus that is recorded in the 
four Gospels, (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John).  Isn’t it interesting that we call Matthew, Mark, Luke and John the 
four Gospels.  The third is the crucifixion and death of Jesus, at he hands of the Romans.  The fourth being the 
burial of Jesus in a borrowed tomb.  The fifth ingredient being the resurrection of Jesus after being in the tomb 
parts of three days.  The sixth part of the Gospel is the ascension of Jesus to be with God the Father.  The     
seventh and final ingredient is that great event that is yet to happen, (even though some predicted it would     
happen on 12-21-2012).  That being the return of Jesus to reclaim His Church. 
 

As we embark on 2023, let us keep the gospel in the front of all we endeavor to do.  We can plan events, start 
programs, and are busy all the time, however if the gospel is not at the front of all that we do we are not fulfilling 
the mandate that Jesus has set out for us.  Matthew 28:18-20 tells us that Jesus came and told his disciples,       
"I have been given complete authority in heaven and on earth.  [19] Therefore, go and make disciples of all the    
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. [20] Teach these new disciples 
to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age."  
That is the gospel we are to teach, birth, life, death, crucifixion, burial, resurrection and return of Jesus our Savior.   
 

       See ya Sunday, 

         Mark 
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*Want to: 
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8:45 AM Worship Service 
 

Junior Church with Mary Nettles 
 

10:00 AM Building & Bonding 
 

10:30 AM Sunday School 

“Rooted; Grow Deep, Live Strong” 
(Tentative Worship Series, is subject to change.) 

January 8th: “Plant” 
January 15th: “Grow” 

January 22nd: Gayle Confer, our Missionary in Vietnam 
January 29th: “Prune” 

February 5th: “Harvest” 



Birthday First Name 

1st Debra 

1st James 

1st Danielle 

1st Dylan 

4th Margie 

9th John 

10th Stacy 

11th Cindy 

11th Kerry 

12th Ciara 

13th Karrie 

Birthday First Name 

14th Avery 

16th Pat 

17th William 

18th Aleaha 

18th Bradley 

19th Candace 

20th Rebecca 

21st Megan 

23rd Steven 

30th Michael 

31st Quinn 

 

"Wintry Breeze" 
 

In the winter with a chilly breeze, 
we feel the wind and a freeze. 

It's January with the snow, 
and the fury of what we know. 

 
A cardinal you'll see going by, 

his red hue is easy to spy. 
The trees are bare with no leaves, 

and we feel the wintry breeze. 
 

God has given nature a rest, 
of which we all are blest. 

The harvest in the months before, 
has allowed us to store. 

 
The beauty of the scene in white, 
when stars glow on a clear night. 

God has given us a change, 
as creation He rearranged. 

 
Take time to feel the chilly freeze, 
as the view and the wintry breeze! 

 
Written by Mary Jane 

 

 

 

 

 

Noah’s News: “Light in a Dark World” 
 
Alas, it’s that time again.  Time to get out of the old and break in the new.  The beginning of each year is 

always promising.  There is always optimism and excitement about what it will bring.  Though we may think we 
have an idea what 2023 will give, none of us truly know for sure.  With each year there will always be a new set of 
challenges but there will also be high points in the process.  
 

 At the core of who I am, I’ve always been a dreamer, but for the last couple of years I’ve turned into a   
realist.  I don’t expect that bad things will happen but I’m much more aware that things won’t always go my way 
and therefore I don’t get my hopes up.  As we turn the page to 2023, I think we should try to have more hope,  
myself included.  Yes, we can expect that things will not always go our way, but we can be reminded that there is 
always a light in the darkness.  One passage of scripture that I think about, as it relates to this topic, is John 1:5 
which says, “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”  The book of John itself  
includes a strong belief in the full deity of Jesus as well as His full humanity.  If you’re looking for a book that 
breaks down the Holy Trinity, this is the book for you.  
 

  Another thing that John discusses is an emphasis on the availability of eternal life to all who believe in   
Jesus.  John 1:1-4 says, “1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2He was with God in the beginning.  3All things were created through Him, and apart from Him not one thing was 
created that has been created.  4In Him was life, and that life was the light of men.  5That light shines in the     
darkness, and yet the darkness did not overcome it.”  
 

 A favorite quote of mine says this about darkness; “Darkness, the truest darkness, is not the absence of 
light.  It is the conviction that the light will never return.  But the light always returns to show us things familiar.  
Home, family, and things entirely new, or long overlooked.  It shows us new possibilities and challenges us to  
pursue them.”  I think this is something that all of us need to be reminded. 
 

Ultimately, light shines in the darkness and not even the darkness can overcome the light.  There always 
seems to be a lot of darkness in the world but that doesn’t mean that the darkness is permanent.  Whenever you 
turn on the news you see it.  There have been times in which I’ve gotten angry and depressed because of it.  
Maybe you’ve been there as well.  My hope for all of us in 2023 is to not let what’s going on in the world trap us 
from what really matters, that Jesus Himself is sufficient!  The world will eventually wither away, but our            
relationship with Jesus never withers away!  When we spend our time watching the news and feeling depressed 
because of things going on in the world, I believe we’re doing exactly what the enemy wants us to do.  Let’s try to 
be hopeful of the light that is in each of us and let’s allow God to use us to be the light.   
 

Blessings, 

Noah 

 

Prayer Requests 
Alison 
Bud 
Bev 

Brenda B. 
Brenda C. 

Brian 
Cindy 
Curtis 
Dan 

Dave & Sue Ellen 
David 
Denny 
Donna 
Dorothy 

Ed 
Gaylene 
George 
Hope 
Janet 

Jay & Mary Ann 
Jess 

Jim B. 
Jim C. 
JoAnn 
Juliana 
Kathryn 

Lisa 
Liz 

Mary 
Michelle 

Mona 
Norm 
Pat 
Patti 

Rachel 
Rory 
Steve 

Teresa C. 
Teresa P. 

Terry 
Tom 

Wayne 
 

PRAY FOR: 
 

**Our Military Families 
**Our Missionaries 

**Our Country & Peace 
**Our Youth & Students 

 

PRAY TO STOP: 
 

**Abortions 
**Child Abuse 

**World Hunger  

Sundays at 10:30 AM 

Note:  Please contact the church office with any additions or corrections to any of these lists.  Thank you. 

January Elder of the Month – Marc 

THURSDAYS, 6:00-8:00 PM, 

KINDERGARTEN-12TH GRADES! 

Jr./Sr. High (5th-12th grades) are learning how to read the Bible. 

Kindergarten through 4th grades will continue with the “Superbook” lessons. 

The meal is at 6 PM, bring a friend and come out for fun and fellowship. 
 

*Original artwork, “Infinite Breakthrough and Mighty Seeds” by Victoria 

Wedding 
Day 

Name 
Years 

Married 

2nd Brian & Samantha 3 

12th Marc & Joyce 46 

20th Derrick & Vicki 16 

26th Ken & Beverly 38 

29th Bill & Donna 57 

Children’s class is studying Bible-in-life with Mary Lee. 

Youth class will be continuing with “Bible Unearthed”, which deals with Biblical archeology, with Noah.  

Adult class, Heaven’s Helpers, invites everyone to participate in a 10 week Bible Study, 

“Apologetics” by Chad Ragsdale, in the auditorium, beginning January 8th, with Mark. 

Adult class, Covenant Keepers, are studying the book of Matthew with Will. 

The registration 
deadline for the    

Jr./Sr. High Youth 
Group Retreat is 

Thursday, 
January 19th, 2023. 

 

Please see 
Noah 

to register. 




