
 

Mark’s Remarks            September 2022 

 
A number of years ago I remember reading the following story, I thought I would share it with you this 

month for my newsletter thoughts.   
 
Dr. W. A. Criswell, a pastor in Dallas Texas, said on one occasion, on an airplane flight, he found himself 

seated beside a well-known theologian.  He desperately wanted to start a conversation and they did get to talk.  
The man told Dr. Criswell about how he had recently lost his little boy through death.  Dr. Criswell listened as he 
told his story: He said he had come home from school with a fever and we thought it was just one of those     
childhood things, but it was a very virulent form of meningitis.  The doctor said we cannot save your little boy, he 
will not have long on this earth. 

 
So, this seminary professor, loving his son as he did, sat by the bedside to watch this death vigil.  It was 

the middle of the day and the little boy whose strength was going from him and whose vision and brain were     
getting clouded said, "Daddy, it’s getting dark, isn’t it?"  The professor said to his son, "Yes, son it is getting dark, 
very dark."  Of course, it was very dark for him.  He said, "Daddy, I guess it’s time for me to go to sleep isn’t it?"  
He said, "Yes, son, it’s time for you to go to sleep." 

 
The professor said the little fellow had a way of fixing his pillow just so, and putting his head on his hands 

when he slept and he fixed his pillow like that and laid his head on his hands and said, "Good night, Daddy. I will 
see you in the morning."  He then closed his eyes in death and stepped over into heaven. 

 
Dr. Criswell said, the professor didn’t say anymore after that.  He just looked out the window of that       

airplane for a long time.  Then he turned back, and he looked at Dr. Criswell with the scalding tears coming down 
his cheeks and he said, "Dr. Criswell, I can hardly wait till the morning." 

 
There are times in this life when we get discouraged, throw up our hands and say, “when is Jesus going to 

come and make this all better?”  Well, He has promised that one day all will be made new, that heaven and earth 
will pass away.  As Christians, we must always remember the promise of our Savior Jesus that’s recorded in  
John 14:1-6. 

 
John 14:1 "Don't be troubled.  You trust God, now trust in Me.  2 There are many rooms in My Father’s 

home, and I am going to prepare a place for you.  If this were not so, I would tell you plainly.  3 When everything 
is ready, I will come and get you, so that you will always be with Me where I am.  4 And you know where I am   
going and how to get there. 

 
God is a faithful God and always keeps His promises. That is our hope in a broken world.  So, keep on 

smiling, trusting in the God who is Faithful.   
 
       See ya Sunday, 

        Mark 
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              by Anna 
 
 
 
CONGRATULATIONS: 
 

 Clayton and Sierra are proud parents of a son, Asher, born in July 2022.  Proud grandparents are Amy and Joe, Mary Jane 
and the late Jeff and great grandma, Betty. 

 

 Davis, received a red ribbon and trophy in the Pedal Power Tractor Pull and ribbons for his entries in the Open Show portion of 
the Fair. 

 

 Kara is still getting kudos for her marksmanship in shooting. 
 

 Diana serves as Consession Manager and director on the Fair Board.  Diana’s daughters, Heidi and Beth, helped dip ice 
cream from the giant Sundae served on Friday night.  It’s a dirty job, but someone has to do it.  Right girls? 

 

 Ken and Bev are proud grandparents again.  Their son and daughter-in-law, Ken and Jessica are proud parents of a baby boy, 
Caden in August  2022.  Caden joins brother, Charlie, at home. 

 

 Noah was named to the Honor Roll at School for the last semester of the 2021-2022 school year. 
 

 At Sylvan Hills:  Our Intermediate Camper was Noah.  The Junior Counselors working that week were Jaclyn and Sydney.  
Brian served as the Co-Dean.  A Sylvan Hills Board of Directors held a Special Meeting on July 26th, 2022, to approve         
financing for the Children’s Lodge project.  Thank you, Joe, for all of your hard work researching and preparing proposals for 
the Children’s Lodge, the board unanimously approved a proposal and things got rolling.  Administrative Assistant, Liz, then 
announced plans for the Groundbreaking Ceremony on Sunday, August 2nd, 2022.  The Children’s Lodge is now underway.  
The old cabins have been moved out and the excavation has begun.  I pray that you will all be supportive of this very important 
adventure and I thank all of you who are supporting.  If you can give, please give.  But, please pray that the building will go 
smoothly; after all it is for “our” kids and their futures as leaders in our Churches. 

 

 Ron, a volunteer with Clinton County’s AmeriCorps, helped deliver home-grown vegetables to the Love Center in Jersey 
Shore. 

 

 The Church Picnic was great!  The food was delicious!  The fellowship was outstanding!  Thanks to the men who cooked the 
burgers and dogs!  And thank you to all who contributed in any way!  It was a wonderful afternoon! 

 

 
 
SYMPATHY: 
 

 Our Christian sympathy is extended to Jim and Brenda and family on the death of Jim’s brother, Dean on  August 16th, 2022. 
 

 Our Christian sympathy is extended to Don and Tina and family on the death of Don’s uncle, Ken, on August 20th, 2022. 

8:45 AM Worship Service    10:00 AM Building & Bonding 
 
Junior Church with Mary    10:30 AM Sunday School 



“September” 
 

The days are growing shorter, 

as the summer season ends. 

The nights will be longer, 

this we know God sends. 
 

The birds have left their nests, 

and their young are grown 

for now they are empty, 

and to the south they’ve flown. 
 

As the season changes, 

we notice simple things. 

The flowers to seed, 

and a newness nature brings. 
 

We prepare for the difference, 

in a September song 

and sing the harmony, 

of which we all belong. 
 

Can we stop to think, 

of all the Lord has done 

and thank Him for the glory 

of evening till the sun. 
 

Sing a chorus so sweetly, 

and bring the season in, 

for now in September, 

a new month will...Begin! 
 

Written by 

Mary Jane 

Prayer Requests 

 

 

 

 

Noah’s News:  
 

 Ah, it’s that time of year again, when kids are heading back to school and undoubtedly, they will be faced 
with new obstacles standing in their way.  Although, for teachers there might be excitement to begin a new school 
year there is also the dreading feeling of a burnout waiting to happen.  One thing that I’ve learned in ministry is 
that the spiritual health of youth leaders and teens deteriorates when their lives become too busy.  The change 
normally happens slowly at first but, eventually attitudes and actions begin to show signs of burnout and           
discontentment.  
 

 For youth leaders, the burnout can be exceptionally hard because they become so busy doing the work of 
God that they miss the importance of being God’s person.  For youth, the burnout happens as they spend eight 
hours a day in a classroom learning; and are also expected to manage other responsibilities, plus extracurricular  
activities.  Taking care of our mental health and well-being has become a major discussion in our culture today.  
We are all feeling the burnout, especially our teens and our youth volunteers who have families and other jobs on 
top of everything else.  
 

 Jesus said, in John 15:4-5 “Remain in Me, as I also remain in you.  No branch can bear fruit by itself; it 
must remain in the vine.  Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in Me.  I am the vine; you are the branches.  
If you remain in Me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from Me you can do nothing.”  This image of being         
connected to God is an image that we should all be clinging to, especially those who are youth leaders and  
teachers.  A connection with God results in a healthy being and therefore everything will flow out of it.  When this 
connection is valued, we’ll avoid spiritual apathy and burnout.  I believe a major problem that we’ve experienced 
in our culture is that we don’t take mental health seriously.  We can all admit that we’re tired and burnout but 
we’re not doing anything to help with the burnout.  What becomes worse is that we become so burnout even 
spending time with God or reading His word becomes a chore for us.  Our relationship with God is more than just 
the habits of reading the Bible and praying.  Depth is revealed when we become intimate with God.  This intimacy 
isn’t creepy or anything, but rather it’s spiritual and it’s when we develop a quiet time that we set aside time just 
for Jesus.  
 

 My hope and prayer for all of you this month is that you will pause and check where you are spiritually in 
your heart.  Ask God to reveal Himself to you when you pray, have a deep desire in your heart to get to know 
God.  Be sensitive to the warning signs of when you feel spiritually disconnected and separated from God.  There 
are a lot of things that take our time and focus away from our relationship with God.  When you start to see    
yourself growing  further away from Him, take measures to reconnect and find out what seems to be pulling you 
away.  We all have had these moments of burnout; I see it in the youth leaders here at the church and I especially 
see it in the youth themselves.  I even find myself struggling with it at times.  I want to confirm this with you, that it 
is normal to have these moments, the question is what can we do to reconnect with Him?  We find the answer to 
this question in  Psalm 46:10 where it says, “Be still and know that I am God, I will be exalted among the nations,  
I will be exalted in the earth.” 
 

I leave you with two questions to ponder and think about for this month.  How are you currently doing?  In what 
ways can you commit to follow Psalm 46:10 and how can you be still with God?  
 

Blessings, 

-Noah  

Stacey 
Terry 
Todd 
Tom 

 
PRAY FOR: 

 

** Our Military Families 
** Our Missionaries 

** Our Country & Peace  
** Our Youth & Students 

 
PRAY TO STOP: 

 

**Abortions 
**Child Abuse 

**World Hunger  

Bev 
Cindy 
Collin 
Easton 
 & Family 
 & Teammates 
Family of Dean 
Gaylene 
George 
Jake 
Jim 
JoAnn 
Judy 
Juliana 
Kathryn 
Family of Ken 
Laurel 
Lindsay 
Liz 
Michelle 
Nicole 
Rachel 
Rory 
Rose 
Ruth 
Sharon 

Children’s class is studying Bible-in-life with Mary Lee. 

Youth class is learning practical and life lessons through Adventures in Odyssey DVD series with Noah.  

Adult class, Heaven’s Helpers, are studying the Gospel of Mark by Francis Chan with Mark. 

Adult class, Covenant Keepers, are studying the book of Matthew with Will. 

Sundays at 10:30 AM 

 

Birthday First 
Name 

1st Grayson 

1st Jerry 

2nd Dolly 

3rd Nancy 

4th Bonnie 

7th Diana 

7th Dena 

7th Lili 

9th Howard 

12th Daniel 

Jr./Sr. High are learning how to read the Bible. 

Kindergarten through 4th grades will continue with the Superbook lessons. 

The meal will be at 6 PM, bring a friend and come out for fun and fellowship. 

THURSDAYS, 6:00-8:00 PM, 

GRADES KINDERGARTEN-4TH AND 5TH-12TH! 

Wedding 
Day 

Name 
Years 

Married 

4th Harry & Carol 35 

7th Paul & Kim 48 

16th Mr. & Mrs. Eckert   

18th Don & Candy 40 

22nd George & Debra 43 

25th Jim & Brenda 51 

26th Joel & Katy 7 

Birthday First Name 

14th Anna 

15th Dennis 

19th Kristy 

20th Carol 

21st Nancy 

21st Verna 

25th Jack 

27th Brenda 

30th Esther 

30th Diana 

Note:  Please contact the church office 

with any additions or corrections to any 

of these lists.  Thank you. September Elder of the Month -Dan 



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
    1. 

Coffee Club 

@ 8:30 AM 

 

 

Youth Group 

@ 6 PM-8 PM 

2. 

 

3. 

 

4. 

 

5. 

 

6. 

 

 

 

 

 

Praise Team 

7. 8. 

Coffee Club 

@ 8:30 AM 

 

 

 

Youth Group 

9. 10. 

 

11. 

 

12. 

 

 

 

 

TOPS 

@ 4:30 PM 

13. 

 

 

 

 

 

Praise Team 

@ 7 PM 

14. 

 

 

 

 

 

Elders, Deacons 

& Leadership 

15. 

Coffee Club 

@ 8:30 AM 

 

Youth Group 

@ 6 PM-8 PM 
 

Hands & Feet 

16. 17. 

 

18. 

2nd Annual 

Kerry Clausen 

Basket Raffle & 

Classic Car Show 
 

Benefits Rachel 
 

19. 

 

 

 

TOPS 

@ 4:30 PM 

20. 

 

 

 

 

Praise Team 

@ 7 PM 

21. 

Clinton County 

Chapter PASR 

Luncheon 

@ 10:30 AM 

22. 

Coffee Club 

@ 8:30 AM 

 

 

Youth Group 

@ 6 PM-8 PM 

23. 24. 

25. 

*RAIN DATE ONLY* 

2nd Annual 

Kerry Clausen 

Basket Raffle & 

Classic Car Show 
 

Benefits Rachel 
 

26. 

 

 

 

 

TOPS 

@ 4:30 PM 

27. 

 

 

 

 

 

Praise Team 

@ 7 PM 

28. 

L.H.C.W.C. 

Luncheon 

@12 PM 

 

 

Elders Meeting  

@ 6 PM 

29. 

Coffee Club 

@ 8:30 AM 

 

 

 

Youth Group 

@ 6 PM-8 PM 

30.  

 

WAYS TO GROW 
 

 

 
Sunday, September 18th, 12-5 PM 

(with a rain date of Sunday, September 25th, 12-5 PM) 
 

Basket Raffle, Classic Cars, food and Kidz@Heart performing live! 
 

Dominican Republic Mission Trip.  If you are interested in going on the January 2023 Mission Trip to the 

Dominican Republic, please contact Mark in the Church office. 
 

WAYS TO SERVE 
 

Youth Group Dinner Donations.  Please consider donating dinner supplies for the Youth Group’s meal each week.    
If you can donate the food, Noah will cook.  There are approximately 25 people to feed.  Please drop off your        
donation by 12 PM, Thursday.  If you wish to make the meal yourself, please bring it to the Church by 5 PM,     
Thursday.  A sign-up sheet is in the lobby.  Thank you for your generosity. 
 

Donations are needed for the “2nd Annual Kerry Clausen Basket Raffle & Classic Car Show”.  

•  Basket Raffle donations, please consider donating baskets to be raffled at the fundraiser.  Baskets can be
 dropped off in the 1st classroom on the left on beginning on Sunday, September 4th. 

 

•  Food & Drink donations, please consider donating food or drinks for the fundraiser.  There is a sign-up sheet 
 on the table in the lobby.  We are in need of bottles of water, cans of Pepsi, Diet Pepsi, Coke, 

 Coke Zero, Mountain Dew, 7UP, potatoes, ketchup, mustard, hot dog buns, onions and baked goods. 
 

Help keep Building & Bonding!  We are converting to the original Building & Bonding design.  We are    
asking for 4 or 5 volunteers to be in charge of 1 Sunday a month each.  These volunteers will organize 
members who can bring in snack donations for 1 Sunday each month.  A sign-up sheet is in the lobby.  
Please sign up if you would like to be an organizer or if you would like to donate a snack for a Sunday. 

 

Attention: Samaritan’s Purse/Operation Christmas Shoebox packers.  With the “back to school sales” going 
on, it is a great time to pick up items for the shoeboxes that you plan to pack in November.  Please contact 
Mary in the Church office, if you have any questions. 

 

New Time & Talents list.  Your Time & Talents are needed to help the Deacons keep up the Church.  
A list of new tasks needing completed and a sign-up sheet are on the table in the lobby.  Please     
sign-up for a task and cross it off when you have completed it.  Your help is greatly appreciated and 
thank you to everyone that has helped so far!   
 

Hands & Feet Ministry is having a Food Drive for Lock Haven University’s Food Pantry, Haven Cupboard.  
At this time the most needed items include snack foods, individually wrapped items, laundry detergent pods, 
hygiene (unscented) for men and women.  Please, no outdated food!  Thank you for your support! 

They appreciate this a lot. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

Black & White Printing: In an effort to be cost efficient, the bulletins, newsletters and more will be printed        
in black & white, except on special occasions. 
 

Announcements that you wish to be made in Sunday Worship, need to be submitted to the Church office 
to be placed in the Sunday bulletin.  Announcements need to be received in the Church office by     
Thursday mornings at 10:00 AM by phone, 570-726-8009, email, ffcocsecretary1@comcast.net or written 
note, placed in gray mailbox outside Church office door.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

 

Air Conditioning & Lights.  Help us save electricity, please double check that all air conditioners and lights 
are turned off when leaving the building after your event.  Please check all rooms that your event           
attendees may have entered.  Thank you for your diligence. 
 

Please help us to update your contact and member information.  You can update your information via paper form or 
the online Member Portal.  The paper form and the instructions about the Member Portal are on the table in the    
lobby.  Please place your paper checklist in the gray box outside of the Church office or slide it under the office door.  
Your participation is greatly appreciated.  If you have any questions, please contact Liz, 570-726-8009          
or ffcocsecretary1@comcast.net. 

Every Sunday 

8:45 AM Worship Service 

Junior Church 

10:00 AM Building & Bonding 


